
W h y is  Fre e  Softw are  im portant?
1. Spyw are  and ads  are  not adde d s ince  th e y could be  re m ove d s im ply
2. Us e rs  can h e lp th e m s e lve s  and e ach oth e r by im proving th e  s oftw are
3. Th e re 's  no lim it to h ow  m any copie s  you can m ak e , ins tall, or dis tribute
4. Eve ryone  can us e  and le arn from  th e  s tate  of th e  art
5. Th e re  can be  no m onopolie s  or ve ndor lock -in
6. Th e re 's  no te ch nology s e gre gation or incom patibilitie s  be tw e e n 1s t and
    3rd w orld countrie s , s m all and large  bus ine s s e s , or individuals
7. It can be  trans late d into any language  and adapte d to any dis ability
8. You don't h ave  to pay anyone  for righ ts  th at cos t noth ing to give

H ow  doe s  it w ork ?
Mos t s oftw are  is  cove re d by copyrigh t (public dom ain s oftw are  is  th e  only 
e xce ption).  It's  ille gal to copy a copyrigh te d w ork  unle s s  you h ave  a lice ns e  
to do s o.  Proprie tary s oftw are  us ually com e s  w ith  a lice ns e  w h ich  s ays  you 
can us e  it, but you can't m odify, copy, or re dis tribute  it.  Fre e  Softw are  
com e s  w ith  a lice ns e  th at give s  you th os e  4 fre e dom s .

Copyle ft:
Th e  m os t com m on Fre e  Softw are  lice ns e  is  th e  GNU Ge ne ral Public Lice ns e  
(GPL).  Th e  GPL is  a "copyle ft" lice ns e , w h ich  m e ans  if anyone  dis tribute s  a 
m odifiie d ve rs ion, th e  m odifications  m us t als o be  re le as e d unde r a Fre e  
Softw are   lice ns e , s o copyle fte d w ill alw ays  be  w h olly Fre e  Softw are . 

W h at doe s  IFSO do?
Our firs t role  is  to prom ote  aw are ne s s  of 
Fre e  Softw are  and to provide  inform ation 
for journalis ts , th e  public, and bus ine s s e s .

Our s e cond role  is  to de fe nd Fre e  Softw are  
from  political th re ats  at all le ve ls : national 
law s , EU dire ctive s , &  w orld trade  tre atie s .

Alth ough  Fre e  Softw are  is  m ak ing a lot of 
com pute r us e rs  ve ry h appy, s om e  w e alth y 
com panie s  are  finding it's  e xis te nce  
incom patible  w ith  th e ir curre nt bus ine s s  
m ode ls . Th e s e  com panie s  h ave  de e p 
re s ource s  for political lobbying. Th e  
Europe an Parliam e nt and s im ilar bodie s  
are  unde r cons tant pre s s ure  to introduce  
dire ctive s  and law s  w h ich  lim it pe ople s  
righ t to us e  Fre e  Softw are  or collaborate  in 
it's  de ve lopm e nt. IFSO trie s  to w ork  w ith in 
th e  political s ys te m  to e ducate  politicians  
s o as  to pre s e rve  th e s e  righ ts .

Fre e  Softw are 's  Origins :
Th e  Fre e  Softw are  m ove m e nt be gan in 19 83 
w h e n Rich ard Stallm an announce d th e  
GNU proje ct. Th e  firs t goal w as  to produce  
an ope rating s ys te m  e ntire ly of Fre e  
Softw are . In 19 85 h e  founde d Fre e  Softw are  
Foundation (FSF) to e m ploy program m e rs  
to w ork  on GNU and to provide  le gal 
infras tructure  for th e  Fre e  Softw are  
com m unity. In 19 88 h e  w rote  th e  GNU 
Ge ne ral Public Lice ns e  (GPL) and cre ate d 
th e  conce pt of copyle ft. During th e  80's  h e  
als o de ve lope d th e  GNU de ve lopm e nt tools  
(Em acs , GCC, GDB, Mak e ).

W h ile  FSF e m ploye e s  and GNU proje ct 
volunte e rs  continue d to w ork  on th e  GNU 
ope rating s ys te m , oth e rs  w e re  able  to us e  
th e  GNU de ve lopm e nt tools  to w ork  on 
s e pe rate  Fre e  Softw are  proje cts . In 19 9 1, 
one  s uch  program m e r w as  Linus  Torvalds  
w h o, outs ide  of th e  GNU proje ct, w rote  a 
k e rne l calle d "Linux" w h ich  fille d th e  las t 
gap in th e  GNU ope rating s ys te m .

Today th e re  are  te ns  of th ous ands  of 
s oftw are  e nth us ias ts  and paid de ve lope rs  
collaborating on Fre e  Softw are  proje cts . 
FSF now  h as  s is te r organis ations  in India 
and Europe  and m os t EU s tate s  h ave  local 
Fre e  Softw are  organis ations  (s uch  as  IFSO).

W h at is  Fre e  Softw are ?
Fre e  Softw are  is softw are  w h ich  give s all re cipie nts th e  follow ing 4 
fre e dom s:
1. To run th e  program , for any purpose
2. To study h ow  th e  program  w ork s, and adapt it to your ne e ds
3. To re distribute  copie s
4. To im prove  th e  program , and re le ase  your im prove m e nts to th e  
public

So th at th e  se cond and forth  fre e dom s can be  e xe rcise d, distributors 
of Fre e  Softw are  m ust m ak e  available  th e  softw are 's source  code  
(it's h um an-re adable  &  m odifiable  form , lik e  blue prints or a re cipe ).

Th e  cost of Fre e  Softw are  is usually ve ry low  or ze ro, but "Fre e " 
h e re  re fe rs to fre e dom  not cost, as in fre e  spe e ch  or fre e  m ark e t.

Softw are  w h ich  proh ibits th e se  actions is ofte n calle d proprie tary 
softw are , non-fre e  softw are , unfre e  softw are , or black  box softw are .

Exam ple s of large  Fre e  Softw are  proje cts include  th e  GNU/Linux 
ope rating syste m , th e  O pe nO ffice  office  suite , th e  Mozilla w e b 
brow se r, th e  Apach e  w e bse rve r, and th e  GNO ME &  KDE de sk tops.
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